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A. Introduction 

This Parliamentary Committee, set up under the CARIFORUM- EU Economic Partnership 

Agreement, met for the third time, after the second meeting which was also held in Port of 

Spain in Trinidad & Tobago in April 2013 and the first one in Brussels in June 2011.  

The CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary Committee monitors the Economic Partnership 

Agreement (EPA) that the EU and 15 Caribbean countries signed in 2008. That treaty aims to 

promote EU-CARIFORUM trade - and ultimately contribute, through trade and investment, 

to sustainable development and poverty reduction.  

The structures established by the agreement include a “Parliamentary Committee", which is 

intended to "be a forum for members of the European Parliament and the CARIFORUM 

States legislatures to meet and exchange views", scrutinising the work of the Joint Council 

and the Joint Trade and Development Agreement, the other bodies created by the 

Agreement.” It may also make recommendations to these bodies." 

The 15 MEPs who compose the EP Delegation to the CARIFORUM EU Parliamentary 

Committee (DCAR) represent half of the Parliamentary Committee. Another 15 members of 

Caribbean parliaments who participate in the Committee represent the other half.  

Composition of the delegation 

The EP Delegation was composed of 5 MEPs. IT was chaired by Boleslaw Piecha (ECR, PL) 

(chair of DCAR). Other members were David Martin (S&D, UK) (previous DCAR chair and 

EP rapporteur for CARIFORUM EPA in 2009), Norbert Neuser (S&D, DE), John Howarth 

(S&D, UK) and Bernard Monot (ENF, FR).  

Seven CARIFORUM countries were represented, many of them by their Trade Minister. 

Main issues 

Members reaffirmed their resolve to renew and strengthen parliamentary involvement in the 

EPA structure by engaging in lively debate with EU and CARIFORUM executives and by 

adopting a joint statement and recommendations in time for the CARIFORUM EU Joint 

Council meeting.  

The EPA, which was signed in 2008 and which has undergone its first Five Year Review, has 

not had much tangible impact, due to the economic crisis, the incomplete implementation of 

the EPA and institutional, capacity and structural challenges.  

Members agree that trade in services between EU and CARIFORUM is not reaching its full 

potential, despite of favourable framework provided for by EPA. More regional cooperation 

in amongst CARIFORUM states could facilitate reaching interregional mutual recognition 

agreements. The members agreed to push for enhanced engagement on services to address 

these issues. 

Members welcomed the new dynamism found since the Five Year Review and the agreed 

Action Plan, shown by the ongoing work on Geographic Indications, Services and Mutual 

Recognition Agreements and the Cultural Protocol, hoping for tangible impact of the EPA at 

the second Five Year Review.  
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The roundtable with stakeholders offered EU and CARIFORUM practical insight in the 

opportunities and challenges surrounding the EPA implementation on the ground. 

EU assistance and its effectiveness was also an important issue of discussion. EU assistance is 

helping to address the constraints, but there were questions raised about its effectiveness, 

whether more funds were needed and whether the available tools, such as the Caribbean 

Investment Facility, were being fully used. Joint Monitoring of the implementation and 

impact of the Agreement, as foreseen in the Agreement, could lead to a breakthrough, but the 

mechanism is not yet become operational after 7 years of discussions. CARIFORUM 

concerns regarding BREXIT and the expiry of Cotonou were also aired and discussed. 

     
 

B.  The Joint Parliamentary Committee 

 

Official opening 

 

The meeting started, in the presence of the press, with an official opening by Bridgid 

ANNISETTE-GEORGE, the Speaker of the House of Parliament of Trinidad & Tobago, 

Senator Paula GOPEE-SCOON, the Minister of Trade and Industry of Trinidad & Tobago 

and Boleslaw PIECHA, the Chair of the EP Delegation to the CARIFORUM EU JPC.  

Speaker ANNISETTE-GEORGE the Speaker of the House of Trinidad &Tobago expressed 

her commitment to the EPA, underlining that she wants to achieve trade figures like other 

EPA countries around the world have been able to achieve. She realised that benefits don’t 

come overnight and that long term sustained efforts will be necessary to reap the benefit of 

the EPA. She also underlined the importance of the parliamentary dialogue in the EPA 

structure.  

 

Minister GOPEE-SCOON conveyed that ‘while I am sure we all applaud the positive position 

adopted by the Parties at the conclusion of the Review, which affirmed their "unwavering 

commitment to the EPA as a comprehensive and forward-looking platform for economic and 

social cooperation," my CARIFORUM colleagues and I remain concerned with the pace at 

which the EPA implementation agenda is delivering benefits as contemplated for the varied 

stakeholders in the CARIFORUM region’. She called on EU parliamentarians to influence the 

Commission in adopting a more flexible approach to sensitive issues, which CARIFORUM 

countries face, especially in this time of difficult economic conditions and with the physical 

devastation of states caused by our vulnerability to natural disasters.  
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EP Delegation Chair Boleslaw PIECHA expressed gratitude on behalf of the EP Delegation to 

Trinidad & Tobago for hosting this meeting twice in a row, an impressive sign of 

commitment to the EPA and its parliamentary committee. The EU-CARIFORUM EPA was 

the first full EPA in force, but of course it has also to be implemented to make it deliver on its 

benefits for the region. The monitoring report, the first five year review and the 2015 joint 

action plan of the joint council have given a new impetus to the work. Since 2015 we have 

seen activity pick up. He very much welcome this new momentum for the EPA.  

 

First and second working session 

 

After organisational matters, Members heard presentations by the Director General of the 

CARIFORUM Directorate of CARICOM, the coordinating body at the CARIFORUM side as 

well as a regional representative of DG Trade, European Commission on reporting from the 

most recent meetings of the Trade and Development Committee (TDC) and the Joint Council 

and the implementation of the Agreement.  

 

The CARIFORUM Director-General underlined that apart from some slippage due to 

parliamentary procedures and need for technical assistance, CARIFORUM states were 

making the necessary tariff cuts, but he wanted attention to the issue of revenue losses due to 

tariff cuts and to the institutional, capacity and structural challenges, such as visa 

requirements and EU's requirements and regulations. These were still hindering 

CARIFORUM operators from benefiting from the potential of the Agreement.  

 

He welcomed the disbursement of EU assistance, but underlined the need for more assistance 

for capacity building. Commission underlined that EU assistance remained at 1 bln euro for 

11th EDF, but that programming still needs to be agreed. David Martin questioned why Aid 

for Trade budget and Caribbean Investment Facility were not fully used.  

 

The CARIFORUM Director General made a strong plea for the establishment of a Committee 

on Services, as this sector has much potential (covering 70% of GDP) but many challenges 

and the time for discussion in TDC and JC is limited. Commission welcomed the enhanced 

engagement on this issue since the Five Year Review through various video conference 

meetings, but opposed creating another committee within the already heavy EPA structure. 

 

The Commission representative said that the Five Year Review has shown that much was 

done, but much remains to be done. Regional integration remains a largely unfulfilled 

promise, as CARIFORUM countries have yet to agree on how to implement the ‘regional 

preference’ obligation between them, and as trade between CARIFORUM and EU outermost 

regions remains subject to barriers (such as ‘octroi de mer’).  

 

Commission and CARIFORUM exchanged on the ‘octroi de mer’, which CARIFORUM 

considers a discriminatory tax. CARIFORUM will submit evidence to the review end of the 

year. Commission says the tax applies to the rest of the world and was already in EC treaties 

of 1956 and grandfathered in CARIFORUM EU EPA. This will again be discussed in TDC 

and JC. 

 

Commission also underlined the importance of joint monitoring, which should serve as a 

management tool following the outcome of our activities. In its joint declaration the 

Parliamentary Committee called for an early agreement on the joint monitoring system. The 
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also underlined that EU assistance was now being disbursed and making a difference on the 

ground, but also stressed that available tools, such as the Caribbean Investment Facility, were 

not all being used to the full. 

 

Members were surprised to see that many of the trade irritants and challenges regarding 

implementation, such the ‘octroi de mer’, technology transfer, regional preference, visa 

requirements were the same as mentioned in the 2013 meeting.  

 

 
 

Third working session 

 

After a lunch offered by the hosts, a panel discussion, with representatives from Caribbean 

Export Development Agency, Trinidad & Tobago Chamber of Commerce, European 

Chamber of Commerce and Creative TT/Film TT, highlighted that the business and 

investment climate should be improved, private sector made more aware of the opportunities 

of the EPA, legislation and technical standards more adapted to EU and more capacity 

building be provided to operators. 

 

Allyson FRANCIS (Caribbean Export Development Agency) welcomed the stability and 

predictability of market access as well as the better rules of origin that the EPA had provided. 

10th EDF assistance has also been very successful. She insisted that the EPA should speedily 

be implemented and that Caribbean export should not see the EU standards as hurdles, but as 

tools to get access to the global market. Instead of focusing on Caribbean brands, she stressed 

that Caribbean companies need to be proactive and become part of global value chains.  

 

Marie-Louise NORTON MURRAY (European Business Chamber) underlined the importance 

of quick adaptation of legislation to EU standards. Imports from the EU are good, because 

they can help making CARIFORUM export products better. She explained that the EU might 

have a Single Market, but that for many goods the markets of EU member states each have 

different characteristics for which much market intelligence is needed. Gabriel FARIA 

(Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Industry and Commerce) underlined the need for more 

added value creation in CARIFORUM countries, for example on cocoa, spirits and ICT. We 

should start in UK, using the same language, but also focus on similar markets, such as The 

Netherlands. He explained that Trinidad & Tobago needs to move away from relying on 

energy and instead diversify in other sector and that it should improve the ease to do business 

and deal with the currency problem. The EU should be considered our partner. We are no 

competitors. Nneka LUKE (Creative TT/Film TT), was keen to use the potential of the 

cultural protocol in the new 5 year plan but underlines the need for capacity building and 

training. 
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Fourth working session 

 

In a debate on the implications of BREXIT and the expiry of Cotonou it became clear that 

BREXIT was their main concern, as more than half of CARIFORUM trade with the EU 

enters through the UK, often shipped from there to other parts of the EU. CARIFORUM had 

negotiated the EPA with the UK inside. EU market will become less important. 

CARIFORUM is reflecting on the need for compensations.  

 

British members MARTIN and HOWARTH attempted to take away concerns by stressing 

that the CARIFORUM EU EPA would not change, that the EU will remain CARIFORUM’s 

second market in the world, that negotiators are considering a two year transition period, that 

the UK will to continue to use EU standards (as EU will be its biggest customer) and that the 

UK intends to copy EU trade agreements for its own future agreements and that the UK has 

traditionally committed itself to spending 0.7% of GDP to ODA. 

 

EP rapporteur on the future of the EU ACP relations, Norbert NEUSER, underlined the EP 

had done its homework ahead of the post Cotonou negotiations. The Commission had 

followed the EP line on considering to keep an ACP umbrella, but with more room for 

regional pillars. He stressed that CARIFORUM should use upcoming meetings, such as the 

Haiti ACP JPA meeting to clearly mark its position. CARIFORUM Director General agreed 

that Cotonou successor needs to take into account new realities of multipolar world and new 

emerging economies, be limited to ACP countries and include ‘essential elements’, abolition 

of classification/graduation criteria for countries from the same geographical group and 

inclusion of MDGs and continued focus on poverty reduction. 

 

 
 

Fifth working session 

 

After frank and constructive discussions on the first and second day, members agreed on a 

joint statement and on recommendations (attached). Members amongst others called for  

deeper engagement on services, urgent and effective implementation of EPA provisions of 

EPA, extending trade preferences amongst the CARIFORUM countries as provided for in the 

EPA, completing of the 11th EDF programming and more use of innovative financing such as 

blending and twinning. They also encouraged CARIFORUM countries to use the available 

tools and programmes to promote inward investment, more awareness raising with business 

community at both sides about the EPA and the opportunities it offers, more regional 
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cooperation and integration in CARIFORUM to enable interregional agreements on 

geographic indicators and in the services sector to be agreed. Members expressed the hope 

that the EPA will have more positive impact on the lives of the ordinary people of the 

CARIFORUM states in the coming years and that the next Five Year Review will reveal the 

progress made. 

 

Field visits 

 

In the afternoon Members joined a program of field visits, organised by the hosts from 

Trinidad & Tobago, which included the Trinidad &Tobago Fine Cocoa Company, the Yerette 

Humming Bird Sanctuary and the Cocoa Research and Innovation Centre in the University of 

the West Indies. 

 

The Yerette Humming Bird Sanctuary is a good example of sustainable tourism, which 

Trinidad is developing. It is home to 13 of 17 species of humming birds which are local in 

Trinidad and Tobago. 

 

The Trinidad & Tobago Fine Cocoa Company was established as a public-private partnership 

to rehabilitate the cocoa sector and re-invigorate the cocoa industry, promoting their chocolate 

as a high quality niche product. The company not only produces the highest quality, award 

winning (Salon de Chocolat in Paris) of Trinitario beans. It also is the custodian of the 

International Cocoa Genebank with over 2000 varieties, the largest collection of cocoa types 

to be found anywhere. After a tour around the facilities and through the production process, 

members discussed value addition, GIs and related issues with management and Minister 

Gopee-Scoon. 

 

Members also visited the International Fine Cocoa Innovation Centre in the University of the 

West Indies facilities on Trinidad. Members discussed with management after enriching 

presentations on how the Centre enhances productivity, improves technology for monitoring 

quality, certification and traceability and gives special attention to the importance of SMEs in 

the production process. They are also promoting the growth of new business clusters around 

the cocoa sector.  

 

The cocoa sector, combined with the bar-to-bean value addition approach, could be a sector in 

which to diversify from the petrochemical sector, which is facing problems due to the lower 

prices. Farmers however still need to be motivated to return to the land. 

C. Conclusions 

It was important to have this meeting, the first one since 2013, in order to allow new members 

to establish contacts with Caribbean counterparts and to get a better understanding of the 

EPA. The roundtable discussion and the field trip gave on-the-ground experience in the 

region. Members also agreed to hold the fourth CARIFORUM EU Parliamentary Committee 

in the second half of 2018 in Europe. 

 

The actors involved in implementing the EPA will have to continue giving priority to efforts 

to ensure that the EPA will have more tangible impact.  

 

Despite different perspectives on the EPA and the way to address its challenges, members 
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succeeded in reaching an agreement on a joint statement and recommendations. 

 

Members will need to continue monitoring the implementation of the Agreement as well as 

the outcome of the Trade and Development Committee (on 15 November) and the Joint 

Council (on 17 November). 
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Third Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary Committee 

31 October-1 November 2017 

Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago 

 

JOINT DECLARATION 

 

1. The Parliamentary Delegations of the CARIFORUM States Legislatures and the European 

Parliament laud the holding of the Third Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary 

Committee in Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago. The Meeting was chaired by Senator the 

Honourable Paula GOPEE-SCOON, Minister of  Trade and Industry, Trinidad and Tobago and 

marks the resumption of meetings of the Parliamentary Committee which last met in April 

2013. The European Parliament Delegation was led by Mr. Boleslaw PIECHA, Member of the 

European Parliament and Chair of European Parliament's Delegation to the CARIFORUM-EU 

Parliamentary Committee.  

2. The Meeting served as an important occasion for the two Sides to affirm their resolve to 

renew, strengthen and mainstream the engagement of Parliamentary representatives in the 

operation of the CARIFORUM-EU Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA). Both Delegations 

underscored their shared commitment to work together to provide fresh impetus to broad-

based, open dialogue on the role of the Agreement in delivering concrete results pertaining 

to long-term sustainable development, inclusive economic growth and poverty reduction and 

alleviation in CARIFORUM States.  

3. In recalling that there are four main joint institutions established under EPA, the Committee 

expressed satisfaction that these Institutions—which have responsibility for the 

implementation, monitoring and review of the Agreement—have all been operationalized and 

have been contributing to the operation of the EPA. The Delegations emphasised that the 

Parliamentary Committee must be seen as enhancing the institutional framework of the EPA, 

a partnership for sustainable development, regional integration and the creation of new 

commercial opportunities between the CARIFORUM States and the EU and its Member States. 

4. The Parliamentary Delegations commended the comprehensive and constructive exchange 

of views which took place on issues of mutual interest relating to the status of implementation 

of the EPA, as well as associated implementation challenges. The Delegations welcomed 

progress in implementing the EPA, in particular the duty-free quota-free access for 

CARIFORUM exports to the EU, as well as the tariff cuts made by the CARIFORUM States. The 
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Delegations noted the progress made by the Parties in delivering on priorities geared towards 

addressing the findings of the first joint Five Year Review of the EPA, which was conducted on 

16 July 2015 at the Third Meeting of the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council and urged that the 

outstanding issues be speedily addressed. 

5. The Committee endorsed the finding that CARIFORUM States’ trade performance was 

hindered by key institutional, capacity and structural challenges at the national and regional 

levels, which encumbered the ability of the region’s private sector to fully convert the market 

access offered by the EPA into meaningful market presence. The Delegations however lauded 

the positive position adopted by the Parties at the conclusion of the Review in affirming their 

“unwavering commitment to the EPA as a comprehensive and forward-looking platform for 

economic and social cooperation.” The Delegations expressed the hope that the EPA will have 

a more positive impact on the lives of the ordinary people of the CARIFORUM States in the 

coming years and that the next five year review will reveal the progress made.   

6. The Committee called for an early agreement on the joint monitoring system to be reached 

as envisaged by Article 5 of the EPA, allowing continuous monitoring of the operation, 

including of compliance, use and impact, of the Agreement in sufficient time to inform future 

reviews of the Agreement and for the support required to facilitate the development of the 

monitoring system to be provided. The Committee endorsed the emphasis the Joint 

CARIFORUM-EU Council placed on the Five Year Review to determine the Agreement’s impact, 

including the costs, benefits and other consequences of implementation, and to inform any 

amendment of the provisions of the Agreement or adjustment of their application, and noted 

the importance of the monitoring system in this regard. 

7. The Committee recognised that regional co-operation would allow CARIFORUM States to 

better take advantage of the Agreement.  

8. The Committee underlined that at the technical level, the two Sides need to work for further 

progress and a new level of ambition in relation to the EPA delivering for a stronger 

partnership. The Committee called on the Parties to better harness the CARIFORUM-EU Trade 

and Development Committee—the main subsidiary body to the Joint Council - in order to scale 

up collaborative approaches to addressing CARIFORUM concerns pertaining to converting the 

market access offered by the EPA into meaningful market presence. The Delegations 

underscored the importance of continuous engagement on the services provisions of the EPA, 

given its importance to the economies of CARIFORUM States and noted CARIFORUM’s call for 

a special committee to treat with services.  

9. Through Mutual Recognition Agreements in Services, agreement on the protection of 

Geographical Indications, the implementation of Article 238 and attention to the agriculture 

and fisheries provisions, important steps forward can be made. Members welcomed the lifting 
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of the visa requirements for nationals of the Caribbean States visiting the EU as an important 

measure, but noted that not all CARIFORUM States are beneficiaries. 

10. The Committee encouraged the Parties to build on the initiatives pursued thus far in the 

area of cultural cooperation with a view to ensuring the activation of the Protocol on Cultural 

Cooperation. The Committee noted that at the technical level, headway had not yet been 

made in addressing concerns related to the ‘octroi de mer’ or dock dues and called for a speedy 

progress on this matter. The Committee further noted that in spite of the close geographical 

proximity, CARIFORUM States’ trade with the Outermost Regions had not grown significantly 

since the application of the EPA. 

11. The Delegations called on all involved to redouble their efforts to raise awareness around 

the EPA and the opportunities provided by it and called on the Parties to take the necessary 

measures to improve their business and investment climate. 

12. The Delegations attached importance to the two Sides finding common ground at the 

technical level on the foregoing issues and call on prospective joint engagements to push 

forward a wide range of initiatives, such as (i) the establishment of a joint monitoring system; 

(ii) activation of the Protocol on Cultural Cooperation; (iii) concerns related to the application 

of the ‘octroi de mer’; and (iv) Technology Transfer as contemplated by Article 142(3) of the 

EPA.  

13. The Committee acknowledged the support which the EU has provided for EPA 

implementation under the 10th EDF Caribbean Regional Indicative Programme (CRIP), as well 

as 11th EDF CRIP support for EPA implementation, the instrument for which was signed on 11 

June 2015. The existing overall allocation for the Caribbean region for the period 2014 – 2020 

has been maintained at around 1 billion euro, making the EU the most valuable development 

partner in respect of grant aid. In a clear recognition of the specific challenges which 

CARIFORUM States face in taking advantage of the market access offered by the EPA, the 

Delegations showed a unified front and called for the continued full implementation of the 

Declaration on Development Cooperation so as to provide needed resources for EPA 

implementation if CARIFORUM States are to meaningfully benefit from the opportunities 

offered by the EPA; to meet the adjustment costs and address the challenges attendant with 

implementing the Agreement. The Delegations recognized the priorities by CARIFORUM and 

the need for the two Sides to work closely together on the 11th EDF programming and 

respective projects in order to be able to make the most of the implementation of the EPA at 

the national and regional levels.  

14. Having considered issues arising from the expiration of the Cotonou Partnership 

Agreement in 2020 - including the finite nature of resources available under that instrument - 

the Committee is convinced of the need for the full use of the available EDF resources as well 
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as of the use of modern innovative financing, such as blending and twinning, if CARIFORUM 

States are to reap the contemplated benefits. 

15. The Meeting drew a link between the implementation of the EPA and wider developments 

germane to the future of ACP/EU relations post-Cotonou. The Delegations also took note of 

CARIFORUM’s concerns regarding BREXIT and their interest in ensuring that the Region’s 

treatment under the EPA is preserved on Brexit+1. 

16. The Delegations stressed that the holding of the Third Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU 

Parliamentary Committee was instrumental in revitalizing and deepening the Committee’s 

contribution to the effective operations of the EPA. In that regard, the Committee agreed to 

inform the Seventh Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Trade and Development Committee and 

the Fourth Meeting of the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council, slated to be held in November 2017, 

of the positions reached.  

17. The Delegations agreed to hold the next meeting in the latter half of 2018 in the EU and 

expressed their deep appreciation to the Government and people of Trinidad and Tobago for 

the warm hospitality, excellent arrangements and courtesies extended which greatly 

facilitated the fruitful deliberations of the Third Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary 

Committee.  

Signed at Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago, on 1 November 2017. 

 

Caribbean Delegation to the 

CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary 

Committee  

European Parliament Delegation to the 

CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary 

Committee  

 

 

 
Paula GOPEE-SCOON 

Chair 

 

 

 

 
Boleslaw PIECHA  

Chair of European Parliament Delegation 
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RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE THIRD MEETING OF THE CARIFORUM-EU 

PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE 

31 OCTOBER - 1 NOVEMBER 2017 

PORT-OF-SPAIN, TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO 

 

1. The Committee urged those States that had not yet done so, to urgently take steps to 

ratify the Agreement; 

 
2. Noting CARIFORUM’s concerns regarding the need for a Special Committee on Trade 

in Services, the Committee recommends that that the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council 
consider the proposal; 
 

3. The Committee recommends that efforts should be made to complete programming 

of 11th EDF resources, particularly those providing EPA implementation support;  

 

4. The Committee recommends the speedy resolution of the issues related to the octroi 

de mer; cumulation; establishment of MRAs, and others which impede effective 

market presence for both goods and services; 

  

5.  The Committee recommends the urgent and effective implementation of all 

outstanding mandates of the Third Meeting of the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council, 

including the determination of the revenue implications of the EPA; the consideration 

of the built-in review provisions; protection of geographical indications; activation of 

the Protocol on Cultural Cooperation; paper and paperboard products and the 

implementation of relevant provisions related to regional integration; 

 
6. The Committee recommends the urgent and effective implementation of Article 

142(3) on technology transfer; 
 

7. In order to assist in delivery further inward investment, CARIFORUM States are 
encouraged to make use of Horizon 2020 programmes, the Caribbean Investment 
Facility and other available programmes;  
  

8. The Committee recommends the scaling up of initiatives by both Parties, to promote 
knowledge and awareness of the EPA benefits and opportunities; 
 

9.  The Committee recommends the speedy establishment of a joint monitoring system 
which is responsive to Article 5, as well as to the comprehensive five-yearly reviews of 
the EPA; and  
 

10. The Committee recommends the effective implementation of the Declaration on 
Development Cooperation.  
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Texte 

 

 

3rd CARIFORUM - EU Parliamentary Committee Meeting 
Port of Spain, Trinidad and Tobago 

 

PROGRAMME 

(Version of 24th October 2017) 

 

 Monday, 30 October 2017 

 
 Arrival of Members 

 
 

 Tuesday, 31 October 2017 

 
 

8.15 – 9.30 Meeting with Ambassadors 
Place: Hotel Hyatt Regency Trinidad, #1 Wrightson Road, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
Room: Diamond (level II) 

 
**** 

10.00 -10.30 OPENING  
 
Welcome by The Honourable Bridgid ANNISETTE–GEORGE, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives 
 
Remarks by Senator the Honourable Paula GOPEE-SCOON, Minister of Trade and 
Industry, Trinidad and Tobago, and Chair of the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary 
Committee 
 
Remarks by Mr. Boleslaw PIECHA, Member of the European Parliament and Chair of 
European Parliament's Delegation to the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary Committee 
 
Place: Hotel Hyatt Regency Trinidad, #1 Wrightson Road, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
Room: Regency (level II) 

 
10.30 – 11.00 First Working Session 

- Adoption of Agenda 
- Procedural matters 
- Adoption of Minutes of the Second Meeting of the CARIFORUM-EU Parliamentary 
Committee 
 
Place: Hotel Hyatt Regency Trinidad, #1 Wrightson Road, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
Room: Regency (level II) 

 
11.00- 13.00 Second Working Session 
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- Report on the work of the CARIFORUM-EU EPA Institutions 
- Status of implementation of the CARIFORUM-EU Economic Partnership Agreement  
- Core findings of the first Five Year Review of the EPA 
- Monitoring the operations of the EPA - progress made in establishing a joint system  
- Development cooperation - update on programmes funded by the 10th EFD for EPA 
implementation and the status of the 11th EDF regional programming. 

 
Place: Hotel Hyatt Regency Trinidad, #1 Wrightson Road, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
Room: Regency (level II) 

 
13.00 - 14.45 Lunch – Compliments of Trinidad and Tobago 
 

15.00 – 17.00 Third Working Session 
- Debate on How to make the EPA work: challenges and opportunities of the EPA preceded 
by presentations by stakeholders from EU and CARIFORUM addressing: Converting market 
access into meaningful market presence and Financing EPA Implementation; Advancing 
Development Objectives 
Speakers:  
• Ms Allyson Francis, Services Specialist of Caribbean Export Development Agency 
• Mr Gabriel FARIA, CEO, TT Chamber of Industry and Commerce 
• Ms Marie Louise NORTON-MURRAY, Director European Business Chamber in  
  Trinidad and Tobago (EUROCHAMTT) 
• Ms Nneka LUKE, General Manager Trinidad and Tobago Film Company Ltd 
 
Place: Hotel Hyatt Regency Trinidad, #1 Wrightson Road, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
Room: Regency (level II) 

 
17.15 – 18.30 Fourth Working Session 

- Brexit – implications for CARIFORUM and the EPA 
- The future of ACP/EU relations post-Cotonou 
 
Place: Hotel Hyatt Regency Trinidad, #1 Wrightson Road, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
Room: Regency (level II) 

 
  

19.00 - 20.30 Buffet with stakeholders – Compliments of the European Parliament 
Place: Hotel Hyatt 

 
 

Wednesday, 1 November 2017 

 
  
9.00 - 11.00 Fifth Working Session 

- Recommendations to the Joint CARIFORUM-EU Council and the CARIFORUM-EU Trade 
and Development Committee 
- Consideration of the Draft Joint Declaration 
 
Place: Hotel Hyatt Regency Trinidad, #1 Wrightson Road, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
Room: Regency (level II) 
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11.00 - 11.30 
 
 
 

Press Conference 
 
Place: Hotel Hyatt Regency Trinidad, #1 Wrightson Road, Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 
Room: tbc 

  
12.00 - 14.00 

 
Visit to Angostura and to Yerettê  
 
Transport: Departure by bus from the Hotel Hyatt Regency Trinidad at 12.00 

 
14.30 - 17.30 

 

 
Visit to Fine Cocoa Company and International Cocoa Genebank 
Transport: by bus 

 
17.30  

 
Return to the hotel 
 

   Comfortable Footwear is required for the field trip as the tour entails lots of walking. 
 

Thursday, 2 November 2017 

 
 Departure of Members 
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RECORD OF ATTENDANCE 

Bureau 

 

Paula GOPEE-SCOON (Chair), (Member of Parliament, Trinidad and Tobago) 

Boleslaw G. PIECHA (Chair of the EP delegation, ECR) 

 

Members 

 

European Parliament 

John HOWARTH (S&D) 

David MARTIN (S&D) 

 

CARIFORUM 

 

Marie- Josephine MARA THOMPSON (Member of Parliament, Barbados) 

Alix BOYD-KNIGHTS (Speaker, House of Assembly, Dominica) 

Winston GARRAWAY (Member of Parliament, Grenada) 

Lindsay F.P. GRANT (Member of Parliament, St. Kitts and Nevis) 

Carlos JAMES (Member of Parliament, St. Vincent and the Grenadines)  

Andre MISIEKABA (Member of Parliament, Suriname) 

Bridgid ANNISETTE-GEORGE (Speaker of the House of Representatives, Trinidad and 

Tobago)  

 

Substitutes 

European Parliament 

Norbert NEUSER (S&D) 

Bernard MONOT (ENF) 

 

Commission  

Aad BIESEBOEK (Ambassador, Delegation of the European Union to Trinidad and Tobago), 

Adam WISNIEWSKI (Delegation of the European Union to Barbados), Ulrich THIESSEN 

(Delegation of the European Union to Trinidad and Tobago), Ann KEMMER (Delegation of 

the European Union to Trinidad and Tobago), Karen SHEPPERD (Delegation of the European 

Union to Trinidad and Tobago 
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Other participants 

Tyrone DeFreitas (Economist, Ministry of Industry, International Business, Commerce and 

Small Business Development, Barbados), Joyce Naar (Expert at the National Assembly, 

Suriname), Norris Herbert (Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Trade, Commerce and Industry, 

Trinidad and Tobago), Francis Seignoret (Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Trade Industry 

and Commerce, Trinidad and Tobago), Donna De Four (Ministry of Trade and Industry, 

Trinidad and Tobago), Candice Lackhansingh (Programme Coordinator, Trade 

Implementation Unit, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Trinidad and Tobago), Trudy Lewis 

(Senior Economist, Goods Unit, Ministry of Trade, Industry, Trinidad and Tobago), Neville 

Alexander (Economist II, CARICOM Unit, Trade Directorate, Ministry of Trade and Industry 

Trinidad and Tobago), Kriyaa Balramsingh ( Trade Analyst, Goods Unit, Trade Directorate, 

Ministry of Trade Industry, Trinidad and Tobago), Melissa Marshall (Policy Officer, Trade 

Implementation Unit, Trade Directorate, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Trinidad and 

Tobago), Shivan Lutchman (Associate Professional, Trade Implementation Unit, Trinidad and 

Tobago), Olivia Bagan (Economists I, Goods Unit, Trade Directorate, Ministry of Trade and 

Industry, Trinidad and Tobago), Amar Balkaran (Associate Professional, Goods Unit, Trade 

Directorate, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Trinidad and Tobago), Kadesha Meade 

(Associate Professional, Goods Unit, Trade Directorate, Ministry of Trade and Industry, 

Trinidad and Tobago), Mario Singh ( Director, Policy and Strategy Directorate, Trinidad and 

Tobago ), Randall Karim (Chief Executive Officer, American Chamber of Commerce 

Trinidad and Tobago), Nirad Tewarie (Trinidad and Tobago Coalition of Service Industries), 

Aurelia Bruce (Research Officer, American Chamber of Commerce, Trinidad and Tobago), 

Keith Huggins (Customs and Excise Division, Trinidad and Tobago), Yasmin Harris (Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs, Trinidad and Tobago), Joy Francis (Research Officer, Trinidad and Tobago 

Manufacturers Association), Bruce Lai (Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Industry and 

Commerce), Judith Derby (Events and Communications Unit, Ministry of Trade and Industry, 

Trinidad and Tobago), Cassie-Ann James (Events and Communications Unit, Ministry of 

Trade and Industry, Trinidad and Tobago), Sonia Jack Doyle (Events and Communications 

Unit, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Trinidad and Tobago), Cherise Wharton (Events and 

Communications Unit, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Trinidad and Tobago), Jade Franklin 

(Event and Communications Unit, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Trinidad and Tobago), 

Saran Sampson (Events and Communications Unit, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Trinidad 

and Tobago), Ian O’Neil (Events and Communications Unit, Ministry of Trade and Industry, 

Trinidad and Tobago), Héde Piquart (Ambassador, Embassy of France to Trinidad and 

Tobago,) Holger Wilfreid Michael (Ambassador, Embassy of the Federal Republic of 

Germany to Trinidad and Tobago), Jules Bijl (Ambassador, Embassy of the Netherlands to 

Trinidad and Tobago, Javier María Carbajosa Sánchez (Ambassador, Embassy of Spain to 

Trinidad and Tobago), Tim Stew (High Commissioner, British High Commission, Trinidad 

and Tobago), Brenda King (EESC), Percival Marie (Director General, CARIFORUM 

Directorate), Alexis Downes-Amsterdam (Director, EPA Implementation Unit), Shola Bishop 

(Administrative Officer, EPA Implementation Unit), Sonja Allison Francis (Services 

Specialist, Caribbean Export Development Agency), Gabriel Faria (Chief Executive Officer, 

Trinidad and Tobago Chamber of Industry and Commerce), Marie Louise Norton-Murray 

(Director, European Business Chamber in Trinidad and Tobago (EUROCHAMTT)), Nneka 

Luke (General Manager, Trinidad and Tobago Film Company Limited) 
 

Secretariats of political groups 
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Gabriel BESZLEJ 

 

 

Committee secretariats 

Leon PEIJNENBURG, Lenka DUBARRE  

 

 

 


